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At last |am catching up with the ‘Photo History’. Events and travel seem to produce a lot of material 
that | try to collate into these volumes. 


After a great time with Judy and Ivor in Spain, Lynn and | flew to Budapest for a few days, closely fol- 
lowed by a trip to Bologna with Cyril and Viv. These were great times but the elephant in the room is 
obviously Lynn and | living from Dr Nathan’s oncology pronouncements every three to four months. 
This is the reason we are cramming in so much at the moment. Add to this the ongoing worry about Ben 
and Tammy having to endure the constant demands of Ben’s daily dialysis. These are very much in our 
thoughts all the time. 


Well great news. After 6 false alarms (where after long pre-op sessions they found (for undisclosed rea- 
sons) that the donor organs were not suitable) Ben was summonsed into Guy’s Hospital again on Friday 
and an ecstatic Tammy phoned after around another ten hours wait that he was actually going into the- 
atre this time. We all waited anxiously for the lengthy operation (around 11 hours) for him to come 
round. He was held in an induced coma but we were told things were progressing well. Without going 
into all the trauma and emotion involved, the fantastic result is that Ben is now home with the comment 
from his surgeon that he is amazed at his speedy adjustment. We are all over the moon and obviously 
Tammy and Ben are now overjoyed at slowly getting back to a ‘normal’ life 


Lynn has her appointment with Dr Nathan next Wednesday so we are hoping for no bad news on that 
front.. 


This is the reason that there was no postscript in the last volume 


DP is just arranging a festival in Somerset whicht is very demanding because the per-organisation of a 
big event entails a lot of work getting all the infrastructure in place in what is essentially a field. He is 
happy when working under pressure like this so we hope no major problems ensue. | will chat with him 
about putting some contingency plans into the equation. We saw Angela and James with the kids at Rad- 
ford Mill a few weeks ago (photos in this volume) to celebrate Beau’s 13th birthday. David and Mary 
came too with several other friends and the bbq provided by Angela and the meal at the local pub were 
great successes. We stayed in a b&b at Timsford local to Radford Mill. Peachy and Beau are growing up 
and are smashing and we are so proud of them. Angela is great and made us very welcome and we get 
on so well with David and Mary 


Larnie is still with Jake and we have only met him once but | guess as grandparents we do not really fea- 
ture in their relationship at this stage. She is doing very well with A levels and is pretty clued-up about 
her next step in life and which uni she favours. Again, we are very proud of her. 


Mums grave stone has just been erected in Waltham Abbey next to Dad’s and Lynn and | are happy 
with our own choice of burial location at North Wield. All paid for (bar our transportation there) so the 
kids won’t have the expenses we had. 


Politically, we have just had a call for a general election in June and Lynn and | know it will be a landslide 
conservative victory...only on the basis that they are the lesser of the evils. What they don’t do is repre- 
sent our views but the other parties do even less for us. 


Photo History 
A few ramblings about what is happening in the big wide world... 


Due to excessive counterfeiting the pound coin has just been replaced with a more robust version with many built-in 
anti-counterfeiting features. The one thing that puzzles me is whether the general public are able to spot these, in 
which case there may still be loads of good copies being circulated. Likewise, the fiver has just been replaced by a much 
stronger version. The old one was getting very tatty with excessive use. (This shows how money is devaluing as it used 
to be a note that was not so heavily used as its value was pretty high) 


Two days ago the NHS IT system (in common with many other IT systems broad)) got infected with ransom ware, es- 
sentially crippling ongoing systems and causing havoc. We will have to treat cyber crime more diligently and where we 
rely on developing technology spend more time (and money) with contingency plans put in place. Reliance on outdated 
It systems, where so many people are affected, is just not acceptable. 200,000 people in 150 countries are reputed to 
be effected. 


| liken this to my personal dogged reliance on Google with laptop, PC and smartphone. Synchronisation. Lynn pre- 
ferred the ‘good old paper calendar’ for meetings and appointments and boy was she proved right some time back 
when | lost all my calendars. 


Cycle lanes cost a quoted million pounds per mile and the mess they have made to green Lanes/Village Road from En- 
field to Palmers Green is a total waste of money (£30 million plus is the figure quoted) leaving locals furious and many 
businesses severely inconvenienced. | will personally do an hours count of cyclists once it is finished to show how ludi- 
crous it is. 


When | listen to politicians discussing arms, wars, nuclear deterrents, missile testing etc | really feel that the world we 
live in now is hell-bent on self destruction. Selfishness, greed and personal gain are the over-riding stimuli and possibly 
it is an age thing but | sometimes seem to stand back and look on in total disbelief. Whether it is the vast difference in 
net worth of individuals where some people have a net worth larger than the GDP of a whole country and some crazy 
statesman in foreign lands seem to be in a perpetual state of self engrandissment constantly threatening other coun- 
tries . True, | don't know the answer ...the problem is too deeply entrenched in our psyche but if one can stand back 
from this and just from a common sense_ perspective think...if we are all dead or contaminated ..”who is the winner” 


While | am preaching and up here on my soap box hear me out about my thoughts on alcohol. We are surrounded by a 
very deeply embedded drug culture with constantly new ones appearing..’Spice’ leaves users in a catatonic state which 
seems incredible that people actually want to take it. But wait a minute...i am surrounded by an ‘accepting drink cul- 
ture’ where taxes are levied on another drug, alcohol , which has equally devastating consequences. The one difference 
is acceptability. We live in a culture where drinking is normal, is embedded in our social life and is totally ‘normal’. | 
personally see friends drinking more than they can safely absorb with driving and social intercourse detrimentally 
effected. | have always stated that in all my years in catering alcohol has three effects..none of which are pretty to 
watch as an observer; 


1) Stupidity...” Did | really display my genitals and wear a traffic cone..they are going to go ballistic at work” 
2) Aggression...”So sorry | was out of my head your honour..! would never have done it if | was sober” 
3) Sickness...” Christ, | drank so much, | was sick as a parrot” 


Watching this behaviour as sober onlooker is not much fun and often has disastrous consequences. Are we really so in 
need of stimuli that it is quite acceptable to take a drug and yet condemn oher drug use. 


The word hypocrisy come to mind. ...end of my rant. The whole idea of my “Photo History” volumes is a personal view 
of life photographically interspersed with my thoughts on life, family, politics and anything really so | am indulging my- 
self and unashamedly enjoying every minute of it 


Just got the great news ...to quote Dr Nathan ..” You are AMAZING ”-What better greeting could Lynn receive !! ...and 
we have now booked Japan hotels etc etc...yippee 


May 2017 
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April 2017 Lynn and | went to Radford Mill where Angela 
and the kids invited us to celebrate Beau’s 13th Birthday 
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We enjoyed the annual festivities at Mells 


on the way back from Radford Mill. A real 


traditional country fair 


“Kissing the local birds “ 


Enthusi- astic lo- 
cal kids singing pop 
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Towards the end of April we 
went out with Ziggy who intro- 
duced to his proud grandpar- 
ents, Joan & Steve. Considering 
their age, they were remarkably 
well behaved 


Behave granddad...I’m 
watching you” 


“just wait till I’m older..they 
won't be able to stick this 
clobber on me , dump me in 
this buggy and wheel me 
around. I’Il soon be in 
charge” 
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Magic in the trees and on the water...isn’t 


it great when people do things just for the 


sheer fun of doing it!! 
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A lesson in life....stand up to the bully and he 
will run away with his tail between his legs 
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May 2017 . We stayed with Martin & 
Maxine in their wonderful new 
house. A total renovation challenge 
and well worth the effort (and cost!!) 


. As always, we had a real fun time. 
We enjoyed = mooching round 
Nottingham City Centre and on the 
second day we walked along the riv- 
er on a nature trail to Attenborough 
with Kieron and Katie as well 


This is one of their two log cabins 
in the garden...all set for their 
hobbies and pastimes and really 
well built and comfortable 
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I the late nineteenth century and early tioentieth century, Nottingham expanded very 
rapidly and lost its market fown character. In 1897 it was formally made a City. The 
‘Corporation zoas anxious fo replace the shabby, small-scale Exchange and its butchers 
shambles. Civic leaders wished to provide Nottingham with a monument to its increased 
status. 


rehitect Cecil Howitt first designed a scheme costing £500,000, which only provided for a 

shopping arcade running the whole length of the building. His final scheme, which 
included a new Market Square layout, made space for civic chambers and offices, since to 
provide another building for these functions would cost a further £100,000. Edward, Prince of 
Wiles, formally opened the building on 22nd May 1929 


Butz Portland stone from the same quarry as that used for St Paul’s, it follows a strictly 
Classical style throughout. The architect wanted to create a building which could 
‘not be criticised in the future for following fashions of the time 


Tie counct House proper, containing Council Chamiber. Mayor's Apartments. 

Banqueting andspeception Rooms, is linked to the offices and shopping aren section bythe 
Arehof thedome which provides crossing point forthe T-shaped arcade. Exchange Buildings 
were renovated and converted to offices for the Housing, Environmental Health and Planning 
Departments by the City Council in 1988. 
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Despite all the well known 
names being evident in the 
City Centre there were 
many instances like this 
showing the _ individual 


character of Nottingham 
and its history 
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This bar was a 


great stop off for 


lunch and was 


created from a 
converted bank 
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The fantastic weather made this i ——- Sas 
wonderful walk even more memo- % 
rable and we stopped for a casual 
lunch in a riverside café where the 
informal service was real fun 
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May 2017 Sunday lunch here with Mike & 
Ros, Sue and Stuart and Cyril and Viv 
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Lunch at home with friends in May 2017 


Table set for lunch 
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Head chef looking 


out of the kitchen 
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Walter & Vivy 


May lunch with great friends 
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We were so lucky with the weather. A brilliant weekend in June spent slowly meandering along the Ox- 


ford Canal with Alan and Monica (and ‘Gus’) on their narrow boat. 


We drove to Lower Heyford, parked in the station car-park adjacent to the canal and moored overnight 
in a peaceful location surrounded by fields, dragonflies and wild flowers 
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We quickly mastered the ‘lock procedure’ 
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We immediately relaxed 
and slowed down to the 
mellow pace and tranquil 
surroundings 


26 


Lynn, the expert at windlass (lock key) use with no pre- 


vious lock experience. Impressive ... 


A stop for elevenses 
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ne of several low 
raised bridges, 
opened with a 
special key 
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Sie 


HONS WHARF 
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Captain ’Gus’ on lookout duty 


The bridge just before Thrupp Village 
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The Jam Butty. wonder- 


ful home-made jams 
sold from this delightful 
small boat moored in 
the beautiful village of 
Thrupp 
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Another low bridge raised to 
allow us to pass underneath 
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The real contrast was evident 
when we slowly meandered in 
beautiful countryside, totally re- 
laxed and the traffic roared over- 
head on the motorway bridge. 
Must be a lesson to be learned 
here 


; _=We-moored here and walked the few minutes 
a into Oxford Town Centre and got the train back 


to where our car was parked in Lower Heyford 
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Sometimes we travel across the country to wonderful areas 


Photo History and sometimes like this we travel to Hertfordhire and in just 


over 30 minutes we are walking in some of the most beautiful 
countryside that one could hope for 


This is the lovely Amwell Nature 
reserve close to Great Amwell 
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These beautiful thistles sur- 
round the pools and lakes in the 
Dragonfly Trail area 


Mum and dad out for a stroll with the ‘nipper’ 
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Some of the lovely pond plants were very 
dramatic and the water was crystal-clear 
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Watching the superb flitting 
dragonflies skimming over the 
pools. There are lots of differ- 
ent species here. 
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Postcript. 


It has been a great month since the last volume of ‘Photo History’. 


Ben is making a speedy recovery and the great team looking after him at Guys Hospital are really 
amazed at the speed that he is recovering from the major surgery and he now has 80% use of his new 
kidney which compared to his previous stats of as low as 3% is totally remarkable. 


Obviously Tammy and Larnie are overjoyed and just enjoying the simple things that previously had 
been unthinkable. 


We are busy getting organised for our Japan trip which is in a few days as | write this. Packing is going 
to be a decisive operation because we have decided to only take cabin cases. This is a hassle in one way 
because we are not sure what will be needed but it has focussed us to be frugal with luggage. The 
thinking behind this decision is that as we will have no car (we have purchased a three week rail pass) 
we may have to find our way from stations to hotels and a small case (plus one backpack) will ease that 
process. 


| have spent a good deal of time working out train routes, station locations, hotel amenities, ferry time- 
tables and things to do at the various destinations. 


| love doing this but am aware that it would not suit many of our friends. The uncertainty of travelling 
unescorted, where language problems will occur, and no-one there to assist is what we love and if we 
meet European tours we shudder as we love to see the real places ..not the ‘must-see’ highlights. We 
find that the number of people queuing at wonderful locations actually makes them unappealing and 
when we get back | know many will say...did you see ’X’ and wasn’t ’Y’ beautiful and we will have to re- 
ply...” we didn’t actually go there”...but each to his own. 


DP has just finished running a festival in Somerset and although we have only had a brief chat appar- 
ently it went really well and around 5000 attended over the long weekend. On Saturday we are taking a 
coach to Bristol to see our Beau and Peachy with DP so looking forward to that. 


Two terrible Isis terrorist outrages leaves us all speechless - at a Manchester concert where young girls 
were the target and then last week on London Bridge and Borough Market where maximum carnage 
and injury was the objective. Our family in Germany wrote to check if we were ok which was really 
thoughtful. 


A strange world we live in now where so many opposing and different lifestyles attempt to co-exist or 
subjugate others. On a positive note we still feel that the silent majority are normal by our standards 


June 2017 
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